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ESCAPE ARTISTS
'>�9&.8-&�(&77.3,943

RITUAL, RELIGION, AND SPIRITUALITY CAN 
GJ�F�GFQR�NS�YNRJX�\MJS�TZW�IFNQ^�QN[JX�FWJ�
INXWZUYJI��4S�YMJ�TYMJW�MFSI��\J�RF^�KNSI�YMJR�
QNRNYNSL�\MJS�\J�KJJQ�XJYYQJI�FSI�HTSKNIJSY��
*XHFUJ&WYNXYX�UWJXJSYX�\TWP�YMFY�J]UQTWJX�YMJ�
IZFQNY^�TK�YMJXJ�UWFHYNHJX�FX�GTYM�WJXYWNHYN[J�FSI�
KWJJNSL��*FHM�FWYNXY�YWF[JWXJX�YMNX�HTSYWFXY�NS�YMJNW�
\TWP�NS�WJXUTSXJ�YT�YMJNW�XTHNFQ�JS[NWTSRJSYX��
\MJYMJW�YMFY�GJ�F�UTQNYNHFQ�RT[JRJSY��YMJ�
FKYJWRFYM�TK�F�SFYZWFQ�INXFXYJW��LQTGFQ�UFSIJRNH��
TW�F�HTRGNSFYNTS�TK�FQQ�TK�YMJXJ�FSI�RTWJ�

9MWTZLM�WJUJYNYN[J�YFXPX�TW�GJNSL�TS�
ѦFZYTUNQTYѧ�IZWNSL�YMJ�RFPNSL�UWTHJXX��YMJXJ�
FWYNXYX�KNSI�HTRKTWY�NS�KFRNQNFW�RFYJWNFQX—TW�
G^�HWJFYNSL�FQYJWSFYJ��NRRJWXN[J��TW�JXHFUNXY�
WTZYNSJX�FSI�TGOJHYX�YMFY�GZNQI�\TWQIX�TZYXNIJ�
TK�TZW�WJFQNY^��3FFRF�1J[NY�\JF[JX�WNYZFQ�NSYT�
YMJNW�UWFHYNHJ�G^�HWJFYNSL�YJRUTWFW^��NSYNRFYJ�
XUFHJX�YMFY�YFU�NSYT�XJSXTW^�RJRTW^�YT�
NS[JXYNLFYJ�HTSYWTQ��/FXTS�8YJNS�KNSIX�HTRKTWY�
NS�RFSNUZQFYNSL�YMJ�RFYJWNFQX�MJ�\TWPX�\NYM��

\MNQJ�JSHTINSL�RJXXFLJX�TK�[ZQSJWFGNQNY^�
YMWTZLM�2TWXJ�HTIJ��1JXQNJ�8MJWXMT\�FSI�
2JLFS�,TYYKWNJI�HWJFYJ�UQF^KZQ�FQYJWSFYJ�XUFHJX��
TSJ�TS�F�RNHWT�FSI�YMJ�TYMJW�TS�F�RFHWT�QJ[JQ�
WJXUJHYN[JQ^��TKKJWNSL�UQFHJX�KTW�GWNJK�JXHFUJ�
KWTR�WJFQNY^��9MJ�\TWPX�TK�2JQNX�&LFGNLZR�FSI�
9WFH^�<JQQNSL�J[TPJ�TYMJW\TWQIQ^�YTUTLWFUMNJX��
4YMJW�FWYNXYX��XZHM�FX�&WNJQQF�-FW�*[JS�FSI�-NQQF�
8MFUNWF��UWJXJSY�YMJNW�VZJXYNTSX�YMWTZLM�UNJHJX�
YMFY�WJQ^�TS�YMJ�\JFWJW�KTW�UWJXJSYFYNTS��&SI�2/�
9^XTS�YFPJX�FS�NSYWTXUJHYN[J�FUUWTFHM��HWJFYNSL�
\TWPX�NS�\MNHM�YMJ�WNYZFQ�NX�NSMJWJSY�NS�YMJ�
RFYJWNFQX—TYMJW�UJTUQJѣX�INXHFWIJI�PJJUXFPJX�

9MJXJ�FWYNXYX��YMWTZLM�YMJ�WNYZFQX�TK�FWY�
UWFHYNHJX�FSI�XJQK�IJKNSJI�XUNWNYZFQ�FHYX��TKKJW�
\F^X�YT�HTSYJRUQFYJ�RTRJSYX�TK�YWFSXHJSIJSHJ�
NS�TZW�T\S�QN[JX��

Ariella Har-Even
Listen, 2019
Patinated bronze and copper, 
sterling silver, leather cord
�|�Z���|�Z���KP�
Photo: Sydney Givens

“The chaos that surrounds us is often so loud it easily becomes overbearing. We 
XJFWHM�FSI�^JFWS�KTW�UJFHJ�^JY�MTUJ�YTܪ�SI�NY�NS�YMJ�STNXJ�YMFY�XZWWTZSIX�ZX��.S�YMNX�
state of engulfment, we become still and motionless, we acquiesce to a numbness 

fed by fear of moving forward. But it takes movement—sometimes slow, sometimes 
gentle. Connection to the divine, to that which is elusive yet ever-present, that which is 
ubiquitous and lost—move and you will call it, take action and you will hear it answer.”

@ariella.hareven

http://instagram.com/ariella.hareven


Megan Gottfried
Room to Room, 2021
Fiber, synthetic and natural 
dyes, 60 ft. of wire, rug, wood, 
slides, airplane cables
���Z�����KP��
HQNFGF��PQV�
including cables)
Photo courtesy of the artist

“Room to Room�WJXJRGQJX�F�UQF^KZQ�UNQQT\�KTWY��.�MTUJ�YT�NS[NYJ�[NJ\JWX�
YTܪ�SI�HTRKTWY�NS�KFRNQNFWNY^�FSI�JXHFUJ�NSYT�YMJNW�NRFLNSFYNTS��2^�\TWP�

is about providing a safe space for creativity. The soft fabric is hung at a 
low height to resemble the intimacy of a small, handmade space.”

@gottfried.megan 

http://instagram.com/gottfried.megan
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Ѧ9MJߝࢩߚ��NS��QTSL�QTTU�HFS�GJ�\TWS�FX�F�SJHPQFHJ�
TW�MJQI�NS�YMJ�MFSI�FSI�ZXJI�FX�UWF^JW��RJINYFYNTS��

TW�PTRGTQTN�GJFIXѰ9MJ�JQJRJSYX�TK�YMJ�UNJHJ�
KTWR�YMJ�NSYJWSFYNTSFQ�2TWXJ�(TIJ�INXYWJXX�

RJXXFLJ�Ѣ848ѣ�YMWTZLM�YMJ�ZXJ�TK�QTSL�FSI�XMTWY�
KTZSI�TGOJHY�ZSNYX�NS�YMJ�XYFSIFWI�UFYYJWS�TK�YMWJJ�

ITYX��YMWJJ�IFXMJX��FSI�YMWJJ�ITYX�TW�ѢѰ�������Ѱѣ��
9MJ�HTIJ�WJUJFYX�NS�YMJ�SJHPQFHJ�YMWJJ�YNRJX�ѧ

@jasonsteinmetals

MJ Tyson
O Mary, 2021
Sterling silver, devotional 
medals
12 x 6 x 1 in., 22 in. long
Courtesy of Sienna Patti 
Contemporary
Photo courtesy of the artist

“O Mary NX�RFIJ�KWTR�
HTQQJHYJI�IJ[TYNTSFQ�

RJIFQX��.YѣX�F�LFYMJWNSL�
TK�YTPJSX��TK�MTUJX��FSI�

TK�QN[JX��-T\�IT�YMJXJ�
HMFWRX�J]UWJXX�IJ[TYNTS$�

5JWMFUX��FY�QJFXY��YMJ^�YNJ�TZW�
XHFYYJWJI�QN[JX�YTLJYMJW�ѧ�

@mj_tyson 

Jason Stein
Cry for Help, 2018
Steel, gold-plated 
brass, copper, 
stainless steel
104 x ½ x ½ in.
Photo: Jason Stein

http://instagram.com/jasonsteinmetals
http://instagram.com/mj_tyson
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Hilla Shapira and 
Naama Levit
SITE NON-SPECIFIC, 2021
Cotton, polyfill, 
copper, Jerusalem 
UVQPG�
NKOGUVQPG�
���Z����KP�
Photo: Hilla Shapira

“This project is examining notions of utilitarian objects during everyday 
rituals. These objects carried on the body move and change through time 
FSI�HTSYJ]Y��*[JW^YMNSL�NX�XUJHNܪH�FSI�WFSITR�FY�YMJ�XFRJ�YNRJ��9MNSLX�

can have more than one purpose, practical or spiritual. Fluidity of forms and 
functions, repetitiveness, and multiplicity are the principles that guide us.”

@hilla__shapira  

http://instagram.com/hilla__shapira
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Ѧ2^�\TWP�WJUWJXJSYX�NIJFX�TK�JXHFUJ�YMWTZLM�
GTYM�UWTHJXX�FSI�HTSHJUY��.Y�NX�UTXXNGQJ�YT�QTXJ�

oneself through the traditions and techniques of 
papermaking and stretching individual pieces of 

�GJW��9MJ�FHY�TK�IWF\NSL�FX�F�WJXUTSXJ�YT�YJ]YZWJܪ
becomes a soothing ritual itself. These pieces 
were made in response to both the private and 

UZGQNH�LWNJK�FSI�YWFLJI^�YMFYࢩߛࢩߛ��GWTZLMY�YT�ZX�ѧ�
@tlwelling

Naama Levit
Matter to dust, 2021
Crushed Jerusalem stone, 
polymer
��Z���EO
Photo: Benedikt Adler

“Can you sense the smell of the land? The touch of a stone picked from the 
ground? Does the feeling of familiarity bring comfort or distress? What is it 

about physical material that can transcend us, and create a trick of the mind or 
F�YWNHP�TK�YMJ�MJFWY$�8JYYNSL�TZY�YT�J]UQTWJ�YMJXJ�VZJXYNTSX�.�YTTP�XYTSJX�KWTR�

my own landscape and broke them down by crushing and sifting repeatedly 
to achieve a compilation of ‘land samples’ in the form of sand in different 
LWNYX�FSI�YTSJX��.�ZXJI�YMJ�XFSI�FX�WF\�RFYJWNFQ�YT�RFPJ�SJ\�KTWRFYNTSX�ѧ

@naamalevit

http://instagram.com/tlwelling
http://instagram.com/naamalevit
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Tracy Welling 
Weeping Wisdom, 2021

FGVCKN�NGHV�
Handmade abaca paper, 
hand stretched kozo fiber, 
copper net, paint, ink, 
pearls, wood glue, felt
���Z��|�HV�
Photo courtesy of the artist
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Ѧ7JUJYNYN[J�UWTHJXXJX�FWJ�TZYQJYX��.�FR�F�RFHMNSJ�
\MJS�.�JSYJW�R^�XYZINT��\FQP�NS��XNY�IT\S��YZWS�ѢTKKѣ�

GWFNS��QJY�R^�MFSIX�YFPJ�T[JW��2^�MFSIX�WJUJFY�
the same motion again and again till they cannot 

LT�FS^�QTSLJWѰ2^�YMTZLMYX�LT�NS�HNWHQJX��R^�
crochet hook builds upon segments of circles. 

Repetition, and internalization of that repetition, 
becomes ritual, myth, and ultimately wisdom 

through consciousness. By participating in an 
FHYNTS�WJUJFYJIQ^��.�HWJFYJ�F�SFWWFYN[J�YMFY�J]NXYX�

through the life of that repetitive experience.”
@ms_melisbanu 

Melis Agabigum 
When the sun rises, sometimes 
it’s hard to believe there 
ever was a night, 2016
Copper, spray paint, graphite 
Various dimensions depending 
on installation
Photo courtesy of the artist

http://instagram.com/ms_melisbanu


35
VO

L.
 4

2 
N

O.
 1

Leslie Shershow
Short-Cut 3 
HTQPV�CPF�DCEM�������
Copper, aluminum, luminescent film, 
resin, fake pearls
���Z��}�Z�|�KP�
Photos courtesy of the artist

“Guided by horror vacui, the fear of empty spaces, Short-Cut exposes an insatiable 
seeking, and a desire to evade unwanted thoughts by distracting myself with 

YMNSLX���.Y�HTRJX�YTLJYMJW�NS�FS�FWYNHZQFYJI��HMFTYNH��FSI�TKYJS�NSINXHJWSNGQJ�OZRGQJ��
WJUWJXJSYNSL�F�UZY�TS�RFLNH��FSI�FS�FYYJRUY�YT�FLLWJXXN[JQ^ܪ�SI�OT^�\NYMNS�R^�\TWP�ѧ�

@shersh_oh

http://instagram.com/shersh_oh

